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SAISD and Henry Ford Learning Institute to bring greater arts learning to San Antonio students

June 11, 2009 – San Antonio Independent School District (SAISD) and Henry Ford Learning Institute (HFLI) today announced a partnership that will provide SAISD high schools with a higher-level visual arts career path and bring more art educational opportunities to the greater San Antonio area. In exchange for providing use of the currently-closed Bowie facility for Henry Ford Academy: Alameda School for Art + Design, SAISD will receive a multi-part curriculum that combines academics and real-world experiences in art and design, along with technical assistance for implementation and teacher professional development.  

The curriculum and programs being provided to SAISD were developed at a total cost of $4.1 million by Ford Motor Company Fund, HFLI, Education Development Center Inc. (EDC), and experienced arts high school administrators. HFLI will support the adaptation, implementation and teacher preparation for the shared curriculum and programs.

“The demands of the 21st century require that we continually look at new teaching and learning options and opportunities for career success,” said Dr. Robert Durόn, SAISD superintendent. “This partnership and curriculum will enable our students to further develop their creative talents and graduate high school well prepared for success in college and careers.”

SAISD will pilot the arts curriculum through Jefferson High School’s art magnet program beginning in the fall of 2010, providing students with a career-focused program that includes specialized design training, internships and project work, and hands-on learning opportunities with the city’s premier arts professionals and venues. Select modules of the program will also be implemented at all other SAISD high schools, and the District also plans to utilize the curriculum for a new middle school art magnet program, targeted to begin in the 2010-11 school year. 

“This is a premier opportunity to enhance our art instruction and curriculum and lay the groundwork for our students to excel in visual arts,” said James Howard, SAISD Board of Trustees president. “The Board fully supports this partnership.”   
The partnership also enables SAISD to utilize its Bowie facility for educational purposes. The facility, located at 439 Arbor Place, was closed last year. Henry Ford Academy is scheduled to be open in August of 2009.
- MORE - 

“We’re excited that students from across the city, as well as SAISD, will benefit from the design education that is central to this partnership,” said Henry R. Muñoz III, board member of the Museo Alameda, HFLI and the new Henry Ford Academy. “Our partners Say Si and Southwest School of Art & Craft will help enhance this educational opportunity for all students. San Antonio has a fast-growing arts community, and this will not only enhance the city’s commitment to arts education, but also help develop our next generation of artists and leaders.”
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